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Exposure to GBCA is essential in the 
development of nephrogenic systemic fibrosis
Elmholdt et al. conducted a case-control study on gadolinium-
based contrast agents (GBCA)-exposed patients with renal insuf-
ficiency (n = 565) to identify cases of nephrogenic systemic 
fibrosis (NSF). Patients with chronic kidney disease (CKD) stage 
5 exposed to GBCA and undergoing haemo dialysis or perito-
neal dialysis had the highest prevalence of NSF. Three NSF cases 
were identified among patients with CKD stage 3 and 4. Three 
patients developed NSF after exposure to macrocyclic GBCA. 
NSF cases had a tendency to have higher serum phosphate con-
centrations than GBCA-exposed controls. This study supports 
that exposure to GBCA is essential in the development of NSF 
as no signs of NSF were seen in patients with renal insufficiency 
not exposed to GBCA. Br J Dermatol 2011; 165: 828–36. 
doi:10.1111/j.1365-2133.2011.10465.X
Conservative surgical management of 
subungual melanoma
Classical management of subungual melanoma (SUM) is based 
on radical surgery. Conservative treatment with nonamputative 
wide excision of the nail unit followed by a skin graft is per-
formed in many centres but is insufficiently reported. Sureda et 
al. performed a retrospective study of all patients with in situ and 
minimally invasive SUM treated with conservative surgery from 
2004 to 2009. Seven cases were identified: all had a clinical pre-
sentation of melanonychia striata. No recurrence was observed 
with a mean follow-up of 45 months (range 24–84). Functional 
results were all satisfactory, as reported by the patients and their 
physicians. Authors propose that conservative treatment should 
be systematically discussed in the multi disciplinary approach 
to in situ or minimally invasive SUM. Br J Dermatol 2011; 165: 
852–58.
doi:10.1111/j.1365-2133.2011.10477.x
Prevalence of skin disease in the German 
working population
From 2004 to 2009, workers aged between 16 and 70 years 
from different branches of industry throughout Germany under-
went a single whole-body examination, performed by a der-
matologist, within the framework of a screening programme 
for skin cancer. Data from 90,880 persons from a total of 312 
companies were evaluated. Of the pigmented skin lesions, der-
mal naevi were found in 25.1% of the cohort, and 16.7% dis-
played more than 40 each. The most frequent inflammatory skin 
diseases were acne vulgaris (3.9%), psoriasis (2.0%), rosacea 
(2.3%) and atopic eczema (1.3%). In total, 26.8% of the cohort 
exhibited a dermatological finding in need of treatment or fur-
ther clarification. Br J Dermatol 2011; 165: 865–73.
doi:10.1111/j.1365-2133.2011.10436.x
LCE gene cluster and psoriasis susceptibility in 
northern China
Results of this case-control study indicate that a deletion in the 
late cornified envelope (LCE) gene cluster (LCE3C_LCE3B-del) 
is associated with susceptibility to psoriasis in the northern 
Chinese population, especially in patients with early-onset pso-
riasis and/or with a positive family history. This is in accordance 
with the findings in European populations. No significant inter-
action was observed between the LCE3C_LCE3B-del and HLA-
Cw6, suggesting that the assoc iation of LCE3C_LCE3B-del is not 
dependent on HLA-Cw6 status in the northern Chinese popula-
tion. Further functional analyses are necessary to determine the 
contribution of the LCE gene cluster to the pathology of psoria-
sis. Br J Dermatol 2011; 165: 882–87.
doi:10.1111/j.1365-2133.2011.10485.x
